Walter Jay Lilley
September 22, 1954 - January 19, 2019

Walter Jay Lilley, 64, of Shrewsbury Township, formerly of Lancaster, died Saturday,
January 19, 2019 at his home. He was the loving husband of Teresa Boeckel Lilley and
wonderful father to his son, Ian Lilley. Jay and Teresa would have celebrated their 20th
wedding anniversary on Aug. 7, 2019.
Jay was born on Sept. 22, 1954, the son of the late Edward and Midge (Hyman) Lilley. He
was predeceased by a brother, Edward Craig Lilley. He is survived by a sister-in-law, Clara
Lilley; a brother-in-law, Mark Boeckel, and his wife, Katie; a mother-in-law, Lois Boeckel;
and seven nieces and nephews. He also leaves behind his beloved dog, Buddy.
Jay was a graduate of Manheim Township High School in Lancaster County and earned
his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Millersville University in Lancaster County. Jay
was a writing professor at York College of Pennsylvania and previously worked at
Harrisburg Area Community College in Lancaster and Northeastern High School in
Manchester. He was also a member Historic Wrightsville and former member of the Rotary
Club of Wrightsville.
Jay enjoyed reading, writing and photography, often serving as the family photographer.
He enjoyed listening to Jimmy Buffet and Bruce Springsteen, studying Civil War history
and vacationing at Chincoteague Island in Virginia.
He made up funny bedtime stories for Ian, played Legos with Ian for hours, and taught Ian
how to create movies. Jay had just introduced his son to model railroading, and they were
looking forward to spending many hours building one. He was the greatest dad ever.
Public visitation will be on Sunday, January 27, 2019 from 1pm until a memorial service
begins at 3pm at Hartenstein Funeral and Cremation Care, Inc., 24 N. Second St., New
Freedom. Pastor Jeffery Slemp will officiate. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
Operation Paws for Homes, PO Box 90813, Alexandria, VA 22309 or American Heart
Association (York Division), 610 Community Way, Lancaster, PA 17603, or the Rose Fire
Company, 200 E. Main St., New Freedom, PA 17349.
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01:00PM - 03:00PM

Hartenstein Funeral & Cremation Care - New Freedom
24 N. Second St., New Freedom, PA, US, 17349
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Memorial Service

03:00PM

Hartenstein Funeral & Cremation Care - New Freedom
24 N. Second St., New Freedom, PA, US, 17349

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Hartenstein Funeral & Cremation Care, Inc. - January 24 at 04:08 PM

“

Teresa I am so sorry to hear about your loss. I will never forget when you and Jay
brought Ian to our house and he had his first capri sun. My thoughts and prayers are
with you and Ian. -- Lisa Russell

Lisa Russell - February 04 at 10:42 AM

“

I first got to know Jay well when we concocted the idea of writing a newsletter for
Youth Fellowship at Leola UMC, sometime in the sixties. We had a lot of fun that
summer and the following year with that project, often working at his house with
Sara, the dog following us all through the house. We stayed good friends through
college and beyond, crying on one another's shoulders over lost loves and broken
hearts, but we finally did both find keepers.
The summer of '73, we took some girls to Hershey Park and on the way back, we all
stopped at otter creek to do some swimming, but Jay locked the keys in his car and
we had to call his father to come and open it for us. Was he mad!
I thought so many times that we should get together again and remember our
experiences together, but my work has been so demanding, and I let it keep me from
doing that. Jay's passing has made me decide to change direction and consider
retirement earlier than I planned -- it's only money, and I can figure out how to get
more of that if I need it, but when the time is gone, there's no getting it back.
Ron Blanshine

Ronald Blanshine - January 25 at 10:56 PM

“

28 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hartenstein Funeral & Cremation Care, Inc. - January 24 at 03:04 PM

“

I shared an office with Jay at York College this past semester. What a thoughtful and
friendly office-mate he was--always happy and upbeat as we saw each other evry
morning.
Jerry Siegel

Jerry Siegel - January 23 at 07:15 PM

“

Jay was one of a kind. We shared an office at HACC for several years, and he
always had a story for every occasion. I appreciated his wit, his photography, and his
ability to succinctly analyze most issues with his own unique spin. My sympathy to
his family.

Amy - January 22 at 07:56 PM

“

Patty lit a candle in memory of Walter Jay Lilley

Patty - January 22 at 06:16 PM

“

I'm very sorry for your loss. Jay was a wonderful teacher and colleague. Patty
Hanahoe-Dosch

Patty - January 22 at 06:16 PM

“

We talked to Jay almost everyday either on the back deck or when he was walking
Buddy. He was a great neighbor and friend. We will miss him a lot.

Chris and Leah Geary - January 22 at 01:08 PM

