Mary Elizabeth "Betty" Colbert
April 7, 2020

Mary Elizabeth “Betty” Colbert, 93, of Shrewsbury, PA, passed away peacefully on April 7,
2020.
She was born on February 17, 1927, to Ernest H. and Mary (Lovelace) Schilke in
Washington, D.C., where she lived for more than 30 years. On February 23, 1957, she
married John Joseph Colbert, also a D.C. native, at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church. This
year, they celebrated their 63rd anniversary. In 1961, they moved to the Maryland suburbs
and raised their family in Lanham, where they were members of St. Matthias Catholic
Church. Betty worked at C&P Telephone Company as a financial clerk, retiring in 1987. A
few years later, they moved to Ocean Pines, Berlin, MD. She loved going to the beach,
playing cards, and hosting family and friends. In 2011, they moved to Shrewsbury, PA, to
be near family and quickly found their new “parish home” at St. John the Baptist Catholic
Church.
Betty will always be remembered as an avid Washington Redskins fan and was a season
ticket holder for more than 30 years. She also loved to eat. Those who knew her often
wondered how such a small woman could always clear her plate -- and still order dessert
(although nothing ever compared to her homemade Red Velvet Cake).
Betty is survived by her husband, John; her 3 daughters and their husbands, Julie and
John Nazaka, Laura and Jeffrey Donahue, and Michele and Vernon Kelly; 8
grandchildren: Casey Kelly, Colin Kelly, John (Christine) Nazaka, Tony (Jodie) Nazaka,
Will Donahue, Tim (Katie) Donahue, Jeremy (Whitney) Donahue, and Andrew (Ellen)
Donahue; 8 great-grandchildren: Maggie, Cleo, Brayden, Lana, Jude, Jackson, Finn and
Summer; along with a host of beloved cousins, nieces, nephews, and friends.
Betty was preceded in death by her parents and her two sisters, Eileen Devaney Colbert
and Joyce Allen.
Special thanks to the nurses, aides, and all staff members at Zimmerman Place for their
devotion to the health and happiness of Betty and the other residents.
A private viewing and graveside service will be held on Monday, April 13. Memorial
contributions can be made in Betty’s name to St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, 315 N.
Constitution Ave, New Freedom, PA 17349.

Comments

“

I met Betty & John here at St John The Baptist Catholic Church. They always sat
near where I sat when I lectured. It was always a joy to greet them to just say hello.
Then John and later Betty went to Zimmerman Place where I again saw them while
lecturing. Betty always had a ready smile and hug. I will truly miss her. God gave me
a beautiful friend.

Dorothy Quackenbush - April 13, 2020 at 06:05 PM

“

14 files added to the tribute wall

Will Donahue - April 12, 2020 at 06:41 PM

“

I'm so very sorry for your loss of Betty. I first met Betty at St. John's Catholic Church
in 2013. It was always a joy to see Betty! I started to get to know Betty better when I
bumped into her at Walmart and I think we talked for an hour right there in the aisle!
It was so great! Betty loved her family and showed me all of her pictures when I
would visit her at Zimmerman place. She was so thankful for all of you!
Betty loved her rose and St. Frances statue outside of her window. She loved ice
cream and shoes and mushroom pizza! I shared some great times with Betty and
enjoyed her company. What a blessing it has been to know her! I am so very grateful.
Betty's faith was amazing and her love for Johnny steadfast. I will be praying for all of
your family, as I know this is a great loss for all of you. She loved all of you so deeply.
Betty was a beautiful person and she let God's light shine through her to all she met.
She was always so joyful!
" If God is for us, who could be against us?... No, in all these things we conquer
overwhelmingly through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor present things, nor future things, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth,nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord." ~Romans 8: 31,37-38
May God bless you and comfort you during this time of loss.
With Deepest Sympathy,
Janice Elsen, friend and fellow parishioner of Betty's at St. John the Baptist Church.

Janice Elsen - April 11, 2020 at 10:10 PM

“

I'm going to miss Granny so much. We were so lucky to have such a loving
grandmother in our lives. I always knew how much she loved us and how much she
loved her great-grandchildren (evidence from all these pictures). Life is short and
death stinks but like easter teaches us there is a resurrection and hope to come.

Andrew Donahue - April 11, 2020 at 02:31 PM

“

Nothing but wonderful memories of Granny, so sorry for your loss. Prayers and
condolences from our family to yours.

Rachel Hardin - April 10, 2020 at 08:30 PM

“

I will miss you and love you always. You were the best Aunt and Godmother to me. You did
so much to help my brothers and I growing up. You were a great lady
Christine Porter - April 12, 2020 at 05:44 PM

“

We miss you and will always love our Granny and Great Granny!! <3 <3

Jeremy Donahue - April 10, 2020 at 07:34 PM

